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‘They’ve stolen our
Drill Hall’ - claim

STEPHEN SUMNER
stephen.sumner@archant.couk
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using the existing buildings
hasn’t gone into the
consultation.”

Cllr Booth previously ran a
separate campaign to reopen the

Angry campaigners accused Drill Hall for community use. He
council bosses of ‘stealing the told the meeting: “I tried to work
Drill Hall from the people of with STC and EDDC, but they

Sidmouth’ in order to realise
their own long-held vision for
Port Royal at a packed meeting
this week.

said no. They said the Drill Hall
will never be restored and Port
Royal will never be developed in
the way I hoped - because the
[EDDC] cabinet would never
sign it off.”

He added that constraints

Residents filled All Saints
Church Hall to capacity on

Wednesday to oppose any such as the flood risk, the
scheme that levels the site to : 2 - / y b ) conservation area and a
make way for a massive Architect Alex Vick has created these designs of how Sidmouth Drill Hall could covenant on the Ham would
redevelopment. look as part of an alternative vision by ‘Three Rs’ campaign group. make many developers consider
They were mobilised by the site ‘toxic’.
Sidmouth district councillors Ham owner Sidmouth Town contrary are ‘scaremongering’. Vision Group for Sidmouth
calling for the existing buildings | Council (STC) to consider the Councillor Matt Booth, who is member Robert Crick claimed a
to be ‘retained, refurbished and area’s potential and limitations. leading the ‘Three Rs’ campaign covenant proving that the Drill
reused’ - and who urged the Campaigners are concerned with colleagues Cathy Gardner, Hall was left to the people of
community to take lessons from that the idea put forward in a Marianne Rixson and Dawn Sidmouth had been lost.
East Devon District Council’s recent consultation was a Manley, said: “Port Royal could He claimed offers of sworn
(EDDC) regeneration projects in mixed-use scheme with up to 30 have endless community affidavits of its existence were
Exmouth and Seaton. homes that could stand up to benefits — or you could pour five ‘ignored’ by EDDC chief
The authority, which owns five storeys high - but the storeys of concrete on it and executive Mark Williams.
much of the land at Port Royal, authorities say they remain destroy the heritage. I cannot
is running a scoping study with open-minded and claims to the see how an option that considers | Continuedonpage3

County Cobblers

Traditional Cobbler Providing Quality Service

« All types of leather work - Shoe repairs

« Zip repairs « Key cutting

« All makes of car keys « Trophies

« Watch batteries & straps  « Engraving

SHOE REPAIRS WHILE YOU WAIT

Open 9-5pm Mon-Fri 9-2pm Saturday

3A Silver Street, Ottery St Mary EX11 1DB

01404 813425

PAMTTO CAREEA RES

Besi‘value serwcmg & repolrs in Sidmouth
MOTs SERVICING
CLUTCH & BRAKES ' VALETING
GENERAL REPAIRS ' TYRES

DIAGNOSTIC

CODE READING AR
AIR CON SERVICING |EECEIRT

/4079761502887,

STATION YARD, STATION ROAD, SIDMOUTH EX10 9DN

10 YEAR
WARRANTY

Now Offering
Artificial Grass &

Unit F, Reme Drive, Heathpark
Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX14 1SE

395 642 641

www.drivewaytransformations.co.uk )

Est 1984 Boiler Installations, Servicing, Breakdown & repairs
Electrical, Plumbing & Heating Engineers

New Central Heating Systems

Planned & Reactive Maintenance Kitchen and Bathroom Installations

Landlord Gas Safety Checks and Certificates Email:

COntractors Electrical Installation, Maintenance & Testing Please call for a free Quotation.
Plumbing and Heating Installations and Maintenance

Telephone: 01395 513149

Info@gaterelectrical.co.uk

Renewable Energy System Installations Renewable Energy System Installations -|-— / | V = RECCV ‘Q




sidmouthherald.co.uk | Friday, August 25, 2017

NEWS

Y T e

Packed meeting hears ‘nothing
has been decided’ over Port Royal [*
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“They [EDDC] stole the Drill Hall
and tell us they own it, because they
are in charge,” he said.

ClIr Gardner said: “We have
learned a lot from EDDC’s
regeneration projects in Seaton and
Exmouth. If you have any idea what
happened there, you will understand
why we are terrified. We have to act
early in the process. We need STC to...
stand up for the town.”

She warned that the likes of
Premier Inn or Travelodge could be
interested in Port Royal if the 30
homes allocated in the Local Plan
cannot be delivered.

ClIr Gardner said that the ‘best
value’ EDDC has to get for land it
owns does not have to be monetary,
and Port Royal could deliver a
community benefit.

Sidmouth Gig Club member Jacqui
Blackmore asked if the community
could buy Port Royal from EDDC. Clir

Booth replied it was ‘not unheard of”’
but would require a ‘buy in’ from
STC.

Resident Kate Norbury drew
parallels with the ‘threat’ of
bookshop chain Waterstones buying
Kennaway House, which galvanised
residents to launch a £1million bid to
save it.

Defending the scoping study at the
meeting, Port Royal reference group
chairman Councillor Jeff Turner
said: “There are no proposals on the
table at the moment. It’s not from STC
or EDDC.”

Cllr Tan Barlow added: “We are
taking an independent look at it —
that’s exactly what we have done.
Nothing has been decided. We have
gone to independent consultants.”

A spokeswoman for EDDC and STC
said: “Questions around land value,
flooding and covenants are all
pre-empting the scoping study being
undertaken by an independent
consultant, which will help the two
councils move forward in

consultation with the community on
the future of Port Royal.

“Stories of buildings on the Ham
are scare-mongering and particularly
unhelpful.

“Furthermore, a few people putting
forward their own designs for
individual buildings at this stage is
pre-empting the wider views of
Sidmouth people that will be detailed
in the forthcoming scoping study
report.

“Both councils retain an entirely
open mind with regard to Port Royal
and already have almost 250
responses to the consultation,
together with the 1,863 from the
Neighbourhood Plan, which will be
used to help inform them of the
public’s ideas.”

A petition supporting the ‘Three
Rs’ vision has garnered more than
1,300 signatures.

Residents at the meeting were
urged to sign and share it, and to
attend the Sidmouth Town Council
meeting on Monday, September 4.

Drill Hall
campaigner
Mary Walden-
Till, Clir
Marianne
Rixson, Jeremy
Woodward, Di
Fuller, Cllr Matt
Booth and ClIr
Cathy Gardner
at the Three Rs
campaign
meeting in
Sidmouth's All
Saints Church
Hallon
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TIONEERS
Tuesday 29th August at 10.30

Live On-Line Bidding with easyLiveAuction.com
General household furniture & effects. Plants & garden statuary.
Online wholesaler closing : Pet products, Gifts, Tools, Hardware,

Garden items, Novelty items and a large qty of New Toys.
Computers & laptops: incl. Mac Mini i5, 4 x15” Mac book pros etc.
Chainsaws, wood burning stoves, Pine & oak furniture.
Recording desk, PA, & Drums & speakers. Air rifles. 2 caravans.
Good Antique Furniture & Collectables,
Taxidermy. Large collection of vintage toys, die-cast models
dolls, games, stamps & memorabilia. Silver, china & glassware.
Large collection Country Legacy birds & animals
On View. Sat. Morning 9 -1pm, Mon. BH 9- 1 pm.

2 TIMED On-Line Auctions with easyliveAuction.com
Wednesday 30th August from 10.30

Modern Office Furniture & New Contract Furnishings. Catering Equipment..
Small Catering trailer. VW Crafter VVan 2010, Vauxhall Viva 2016, Vivaro van ‘06.
Contents of a 3 room Dental Surgery: complete chairs & X-ray units.

On View. Sat. Morning 9 -1pm, Mon. BH 9 - 1 pm, Tues. 9-5

Friday 1st September from 12.00 noon.

The entire contents of The EXMOUTH FUN PARK
10 hole Crazy golf (2016) + office etc, 10.25" gauge ride on train + 2 carriages,
8 Pedalo swan boats, Playship HMS Jonty, 15" x 15" Bouncy Castle,

Four lane astra slide & tube complex, Little Tikes play houses, many picnic tables,
wooden assault course, Zip line equipment. 5 Zorb inflatables + arena,
water walkers, electric Quad bikes & cars etc.

On view ON SITE at EX8 2AY .. Monday 28th — Thursday 31st daily
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e Any damage large & small
e Insurance work undertaken
¢ Classic restoration
e Cars & light commercial vehicles
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