Draft speech for 3 June

It is the view of countless members of the East Devon public that the office relocation has been conducted in a less than democratic and in an untransparent manner. I ask you to consider two examples of this: 

· Were councillors aware that Knowle's jewel in the crown, its lawned prospect, together with the garden preparation area, was, between July and November 2012, covertly included in the zone for development? Emails obtained under the Freedom of Information act appear to confirm that the Deputy Chief Executive Officer (who was in charge of the office-relocation), together with a planning officer, unilaterally and surreptitiously included these areas in the zone for development. Significantly, officers have kept no records of this. This change seems not to have been properly notified to councillors and the public so that, later, both relied on an absence of information. Moreover, the changed map showing this was of such minuscule scale that both councillors and public were unaware of what had happened. Ex-councillor Drew, for instance, at a recent public meeting in Sidmouth admitted that she was completely unaware of this fact. How many other councillors were also unaware of this at the time?

· Recently, too, the Council's legal officer failed to advertise the appropriation of public open space to the WHOLE district, so denying information to those outside Sidmouth who are known to enjoy the said prospect. Having done this, he then summarily dismissed many objections from Sidmouth residents as of no account. Why was no consideration given to the Council's statutory requirement to replace the lost public amenity with an equivalent public open space?

·  Will the Council now reconsider these and other issues relating to the office relocation in the interests of greater public transparency and accountability? Will councillors rescind their recent decision to appropriate the lawned terraces and garden preparation land to sell to a private developer, thus safeguarding the character of a unique woodland public park?​

