
1st Anniversary of the Mass March 

It’s exactly one year, since Save our Sidmouth’s Mass March (3rd November 2012), along the esplanade to EDDC HQ at Knowle. A lot has happened since then!   
Some major milestones since the Mass March, include: 

· East Devon District Council’s original plans for the Knowle have been rejected, and SOS continues strong opposition to EDDC’s plans for the Sid Valley. Main concerns are :

a)the  Knowle office relocation, a multi-million pound ambition based on ‘dodgy data’ , risking taxpayers’ money in a time of austerity.

b)the proposed 12 acre business park at Sidford Fields, in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and partly on a floodplain. The ‘retail’ clause added by EDDC gives the green light for this to become a huge out-of-town commercial centre, bringing more traffic problems and killing off Sidmouth’s town centre shops..and its unique character
· The East Devon Business Forum has disbanded, following its Chairman’s resignation last March, after the Daily Telegraph’s ‘Councillors for hire’  report.

· EDDC continues to make serious errors of judgement. The Government Inspector found that no less than 53 changes in EDDC’s Local Plan were not ‘minor’, as listed, but major…necessitating yet another confusing Public Consultation.  

· SOS has a big brother, the East Devon Alliance (EDA) ! This District-wide  non-party-political Pressure Group, has been established from contacts made at the Mass March. It unites existing campaign groups working to defend East Devon’s heritage, and who are calling for greater democracy and transparency at EDDC. A new EDA blog will be announced very shortly. (news updates meanwhile at www.saveoursidmouth.com and the SIN blog, http://sidmouthindependentnews.wordpress.com )
And the Daily Telegraph photographer was there! See his pics, and ours, at www.saveoursidmouth.com  (Categories/Mass March…also includes Clive Aslet’s ‘Sidmouth mans the barricades’ report )
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