REPRESENTATION FROM SAVE OUR SIDMOUTH (SOS)

1. REFERENCE POINT 6.128-SIDMOUTH.

Summary:

SOS objects to the great discrepancy between the text at Refpoint 6.129 and the Strategy 26 –Development at Sidmouth, Refpoint 6.133. The two are not compatible.

2. Reasons for objection to Strategy 26.
2.1. The Vision for Sidmouth, at Refpoint 6.129 states the case very well for limited housing growth and modest employment growth
2.2. It has, at its core the aim of improving the town by retaining and consolidating the existing historic qualities, by “locally generated needs enhanced with sensitive re-development.” It recognises that Sidmouth’s commercial vibrancy is an important element to be enhanced.

2.3. It offers the prospect of increased employment, for people in the town, by improved employment site(s) in the town, with the rider that if necessary an employment site might need to be provided if no alternative site is available within the town.
2.4. This is a vision that SOS agrees with very strongly.

2.5. However this “Vision” is in complete contrast with the proposals contained in Strategy 26, (Refpoint 6.133). In this Strategy EDDC make plain their intentions. It  allows;-
2.5.1. 50 houses on the Knowle Parkland, and the elimination of over 350 jobs at the EDDC HQ there,

2.5.2. the development  of one of the few Employment sites in the Town by allowing 20 houses to be built at the Manstone Lane EDDC depot,

2.5.3. the provision of 5Ha of Employment land in the AONB to cater for 1400 jobs, in an area known to flood drastically and with known traffic problems.
2.6. This Strategy, if implemented, will destroy the ambience of Sidmouth, which is sympathetically described in the Vision statement. It is in total contradiction to that vision. Clearly EDDC have not given much thought to it.

3. Suggested Changes to The Plan

3.1. SOS believe that Refpoint 6.129 should stand, but that Strategy 6.133 must be amended, to incorporate our Representations for Refpoints 6.133 and 6.295.

3.2. In this way the Strategy will comply with the Vision.

4. Plan Tests

4.1. Positively prepared.

The Plan fails to meet this test because The Vision, Refpoint 6.219 and The Strategy, Refpoint 6.133, are not in accord.

4.2. Justified

The Plan fails to meet this test because The Vision, Refpoint 6.219 and The Strategy, Refpoint 6.133, are not in accord.

